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ELETO, the Hellenic Society for Terminology, is a 
non-governmental, non-profit scientific association,  
its income being based mainly on its members’ 
contributions. 

Since 1997, in cooperation with four Greek universities 
and other organizations, ELETO has organized four 
Terminology Conferences, and now is organizing the 
5th one (October 2005, Nicosia, Cyprus). 

These conferences brought specialists in Greece 
closer to one another raising their terminology 
consciousness, and terminologists closer to each 
other improving their cooperation. 



Since 1993, ELETO has been issuing and disseminating 
«Orogramma», a leaflet with terminology news from 
Europe and the World, and special terminology topics 
of intra- and/or inter-domain character. 

ELETO’s members come from about 50 domains,  
but a large number of them are not really as active 
in their domain’s terminology development and/or 
systematic organization as ELETO would like. 

So, ELETO is preparing a training programme,  
in order to increase terminology awareness as well as 
cooperation among its members, Orogramma readers, 
and other interested groups. 



ELETO’ s  consideration: 
There are some basic truths about 
Knowledge and Terminology. 

In relation to these truths, we see certain 
needs to be satisfied, and 

we propose certain actions to be taken in 
order to cover these needs, and achieve 
closer terminological cooperation among 
Specialists and between Specialists and 
Terminologists . 



Truths to take into account: 
1.There is no Knowledge without terminology 

(TermNet’s motto) 
2.There is no Subject Field (SF) 

without Special Knowledge (SK) 
 

3.There is no SK without an underlying 
entire System of Concepts (SoC) 

 
4.There is no development of any SF without its 
  Specialists’ building upon the underlying SoC, 
  even if many of them do this unconsciously! 
 
5. There is no intra-SF, nor inter-SF, awareness 
    of concept and term issues without the 
    common (meta)language of Terminology  



That is: 
1. Terminology is in the heart of Knowledge, it is  

 knowledge! 
2. Subject Fields are special areas in the whole 

 Domain of Knowledge. 
3. An entire System of Concepts lies under each 

Subject Field, broken down into a lot of sub-systems 
to the very distant concept of the Subject Field. 

4. Specialists build on this entire System to  discover 
 or invent new concepts while developing the 
 Subject Field. 

5. The (meta)language of Terminology is quite 
 necessary to Specialists for their deeper  
 understanding of conceptual matters in their SF, 
 and, even further, among different SFs. 



Needs & Actions: 
a. The SF Specialists’ terminological consciousness in their 

own SF need be raised, both nationally and internationally 
          (intra-SF S-S concurrence) 
b. The terminological cooperation among Specialists of 

different SFs need be stengthened  
                                                      (inter-SF S-S concurrence) 
c. The Terminologists’ probing the SF terminology issues 

need become deeper and prove useful to Specialists  
                                                    (essential T-S concurrence) 
ELETO’s proposal:  
  Training under the Terminology Associations: 
A. Common training groups of Specialists in a SF with 

Terminologists who want to probe that SF  
B. Common training groups of Specialists in two or more 

SFs probably with Terminologists who want to probe 
those SFs 

C. Active participation of Terminologists in the work  of 
Specialist Groups for the terminology of each SF 



That is: 
a.  There is a need for Specialists’ higher  awareness of the 

terminology matters in their own Subject Field.  
This will increase terminological consciousness of 
Specialists within each SF, and improve their cooperation 
for their own SF terminology. 
(intra-Subject Field Specialist-Specialist concurrence) 

b.  There is a need for terminological cooperation among 
Specialists of different SFs.  
A large number of concepts have an interdisciplinary 
character, their naming and standardization being based on 
an agreement of relevant different SF Specialists. 
(inter-Subject Field Specialist-Specialist concurrence) 

c. Terminologists cannot handle terminology of a specific SF 
without going deeper into the concept definitions and 
concept, as well as term interrelations of the specific SF. 
(essential Terminologist-Specialist concurrence) 



 
 
 ELETO’s proposal in brief: 
 
 Gather them in proper mixed groups 

(Specialist-Specialist-Terminologist)  
and train them  
how to understand and help each other!  

 

 For the sake of Terminology and Knowledge! 



There is a major example of quite fruitful cooperation 
between specialists and terminologists in a mixed 
group, in Greece. This is a group member of ELETO, 
which has been active in the telecom domain for the 
last 15 years. It is the «Permanent Group for 
Telecommunications Terminology», abbreviated as 
«MOTO». 
MOTO consists of 10 specialist members and 2 
translator / terminologist members, and has adopted / 
produced about 120.000 Greek equivalent telecom 
terms. Those terms with their English equivalents 
(about 4.000 of them, with their French and German 
equivalents, too) are contained in a database, the 
«TermBase TELETERM», whose use is freely offered on 
the Internet (web site: www.moto-teleterm.gr). 
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